
Installation Instructions for Kewlmetal Spyder Handlebar Covers 
and Pull Back Handle Bars.

You SHOULD have a Can-Am Spyder Shop Manual.  This is an essential tool for maintenance 
and especially if you are going to be making modifications of this magnitude to your Spyder,  
however we try to cover everything here if you do not have a shop manual.

The handlebar cover was designed to allow a wide range of handlebars to be used on your Spyder
so that the rider can create the most comfortable riding position.  Kewlmetal has handlebars 
specifically designed for your Spyder, however there are other bars that will work as well.

Please use a towel or blanket to protect your Spyder while working on it. Wrap the towel around 
the steering column so that it will catch any nuts and bolts and tools before they go down into the 
Spyders body opening beneath the handle bars.  Otherwise you will be taking body panels off to 
fish out lost parts IF you can find them!!

Remove the left grip.  The grip is glued to the 
handle bar but it is only glued in a couple spots 
out towards the tip.  Using an Xacto knife, 
insert the knife between the handlebar and the 
grip to slice through the glued spots (see fig 3).  
Then squirt some compressed air (see Fig 4) 
underneath the grip and it will come off quite 
easily once the glued spots have been 
completely cut.  If you don’t have compressed 
air, use some windex as a lubricant to slide the 
grip off.

FIG 1

FIG 2 Loosen the screws at the end 
of the handle bars and 
remove the rubber end plugs 
(see fig 1).  Remove the 
clutch lever and reservoir 
from the left handle bars by 
removing the 2 6mm torx 
screws (see fig 2).

Loosen the left and right switch 
housings enough to open the 
housing slightly and slide them both 
out an inch or two on the handle 
bars.  They must be opened enough 
so the alignment pins do not catch in 
the alignment holes in the bars.

FIG 3 FIG 4

FIG 6FIG 5
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Remove the black plastic lower ignition switch cover.  
Fig 7 shows the screws you will have to remove and 
what socket size you will need because you can not see 
up under the cover very easily.  You will need a small 
low profile ratchet like the one shown in Fig 8 to reach 
under the cover and remove the screws.  For the screw 
in fig 7 nearest the ignition switch hole, you will need 
a small ratchet with a short extension  and an 8mm 
socket like the one shown in Fig 9.FIG 7 10 mm hex head

8 mm hex head

FIG 8 FIG 9
FIG 10

Remove the ignition itself by removing the two screws as shown in Fig 10.  Remove the nut plate 
and save it to use when you re-install the Kewlmetal center cover.

FIG 11
Remove the plastic ring with the graphics on 
it as shown in Fig 11.  Use a small screw 
driver  as shown in Fig 11 to get the ring to 
unlock if it does not come loose just by 
turning.  It releases by twisting it COUNTER 
clockwise on the ignition. Now remove the 
stock center cover from your Spyder by 
removing the last 2 screws (10mm hex) as 
shown in Fig 12.

FIG 12Now remove your stock bars by removing the 3 large 8mm 
socket head screws shown in Fig 13.  Once the bars are loose 
from your Spyder, you will be able to slide the left switch 
housing and the right throttle assembly/switch housing 
completely off the end of the bars.  Now we want to 
temporarily install the Kewlmetal bars on the center clamp 
but don’t install the switch housings or grips quite yet.  
Tighten the 3 bolts shown in fig 13 on your new Kewl bars 
just enough so you can still rotate the bars back and forth.  Sit 
on your Spyder and get the bars into the position that is most 
comfortable for you.  It does not have to be perfect because 
you can make adjustments to this later. FIG 13
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Now you will need to make a mark on the front side of the 
handle bar so that we can drill the holes for the locking 
pins on the switch housings.  The throttle side hole should 
be 6 ¾” in from the tip, the left side should be 6 3/8” in 
from the tip.  Both holes should be on the front of the bar 
so the switch housings are oriented vertically for your 
handle bar position.  Again, being exactly vertical is not 
important, close will be fine.  Use a small file to make the 
marks on the bar.  Now remove the bar from the Spyder 
and drill the 2 small holes using a 3/16 drill bit.  Be sure to 
dimple the bar first with a center punch so the drill bit will 
start without walking.

Now re-install your new bars on the Spyder by sliding the 
left switch housing and right switch housing/throttle 
assembly onto the bars FIRST, then securing the bars to 
the Spyder using the top clamp and the three 8mm Socket 
Head Bolts.  Tighten these just enough to hold the bars, 
but not fully tight yet, you might have to keep the bars 
forward until we create more slack in the cables and wires 
in the next few steps..

For the Throttle cables, all you need to do is pull the cables 
out from under the clip shown in Fig 15.

The right handlebar wires should be fine.

For the left handle bar wires, you will need to cut the 2 
nylon wire ties that hold the left handlebar wire bundle to 
the front of the frame.  The ties are located in the very 
front under the black plastic headlight housing.  You can 
access this area by removing the instruments as shown in 
Fig 16.  First snap off the plastic panel above the 
instruments that holds the safety card in place.  Then,   use 
a small tool such as a small allen key to insert into the 
small slots on top of the instrument cluster as shown in Fig 
16.  This will release the instruments from the instrument 
housing.  Pull the instruments out and dis-connect the 
electrical connector on the back.

Now if you look at Fig 17, down in this area there is a 
nylon tie holding the wire bundle that comes from the left 
handle bar.  Use an xacto knife to CAREFULLY cut this 
tie.

FIG 14

FIG 15

FIG 16

FIG 17
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Now open your front trunk, and remove the plastic cover 
that surrounds the fuse panel and sits in front of the 
coolant tank.  Now if you look at Fig 18, up in this area 
there is another nylon tie holding the wire bundle that 
comes from the left handle bar.  Use an Xacto knife to 
CAREFULLY cut this tie.  You will have to look up in 
here with a flashlight to see it.
I have been able to cut the ties in this manner, if you can 
not, then remove the Spyders top instrument housing by 
removing the windshield, and side view mirrors.  Then 
there are small rectangular slots in the reveal (see Fig 18) 
between the top and bottom housings.  Insert an allen key 
into these slots and push straight in to release the snaps.  
Then lift off the top housing and you will have wide open 
access to this area.
Now you should re-install the clutch lever assembly to 
your handle bars.  You will have to break loose the banjo 
bolt on the hydraulic line and rotate the hose fitting 
forward away from the handle bar.  If you only crack this 
loose just enough to rotate the fitting and snug it right back 
down, you will not have to bleed the clutch line.  (See Fig 
19).
Now you should be able to adjust your handle bars into 
their final position and final torque the three 8mm main 
bolts that hold the handle bars in place (Fig 13) .  These 
bolts require 17 ft-lbs of torque, and they should be 
loctited.
Before securing the console to your Spyder you should 
install the ignition switch into the center cover.
To install the ignition switch, it is easiest to first drop the 
plastic cap in place, then insert the ignition switch from 
behind and twist on.  This should be done BEFORE the 
sheet metal ignition mounting bracket or front cover is in 
place and BEFORE mounting the cover to your Spyder.

FIG 18

Reveal

FIG 19

FIG 20

Once you have the plastic cap re-installed THEN install 
the Ignition switch mounting bracket as shown in fig 21.  
The Ignition switch mounting bracket should be 
mounted to the Kewlmetal handlebar cover with the 
6mm x 12mm hex head screws and washers.  The 
Ignition switch should be mounted to the bracket re-
using the stock hardware and nut plate you removed 
earlier.

FIG 21
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IMPORTANT – use semi permanent thread locker (loctite) on all 4 
ignition mounting screws.  If the ignition comes loose, it could JAM 
your steering !
IMPORTANT – The Ignition switch mounting bracket has slots so the 
ignition switch location can be adjusted.  There should be a .118 inch 
gap between the steering lock pin and the frame of the motorcycle per 
the service manual on page 355.

Now install the center cover to the Spyder using the 
mount tabs shown in Fig 22 using four  6mm X 16mm 
hex head screws and flat washers.  Use semi-permanent 
loctite here.

Now is a good time to check the cable slack for steering.  
Turn your handlebars from FULL lock to FULL lock and 
check throttle operation and reverse release cable 
operation and check to see if the wires and clutch line 
have enough slack.  The throttle should ALWAYS snap 
back un restricted.  All the  installations I have done have 
plenty of slack in the clutch line and reverse cable BUT if 
you have to re-route these then you will need to remove 
your right side body panels and figure out a better routing 
for these cables.  If you dis-connect the clutch line to re-
route it , you will have to bleed it.  If you need any help 
with this, please give Matt a call at Kewlmetal, 623-298-
7835.

Now re-install anything you have removed such as the 
instruments and the saftey card holder, etc.  Tighten up 
your switch housings, clutch mounting screws, and 
double check that everything is tight.  Re-install the 
rubber caps on the end of the handle bars.  Re-check that 
the throttle still operates freely in all steering positions.  
When you go for your first test ride, make sure the 
Spyder can not accidentally be put in reverse with the 
steering full lock left, right and straight ahead of course.

Once you start riding with your new bars, take some time 
to get used to the new feel somewhere in a parking lot 
away from traffic, etc.

Now enjoy you new much more comfortable riding 
position and your new custom look!

FIG 22

FIG 23
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